S trugglmg agamst snowdnfts
and bone-chilling
temperatures, most North
Dakotans would love to head to

_ the sun-baked beaches of the

Caribbean and Guif of Mex1co for
the winter.

Randy Kraft has given all that up.

The Bismarck scuba diver is staymg up
north this year, after four years of going
south to teach diving in Jamaica.

‘“This is the first time I’ve been home

_for Christmas in along time,” said Kraft, -

- whois concentrating on gettmg his
* business, Scuba One, on line.

Kraftis givinga regular series of diwug- :

& lessons at the YMCA, he sells scuba

' equipment, and even orgamzés traveling

and diving trips.

- Diving in the mlddleef the North

& Dakotayr_, e-'is'nblsfas:stra s:tmay i

" seem. Kraft hile so aters
are ideal, North Daketans don’t have to
travel t_hat far to have

Spiritwood Lake at Ja 'esf&ismisclear

and warm, you can spear fishing

‘in Lake Sakakawea, and Lake Superior
ship wrecks make for some mterwting
_exploration. :

A native of Bismarck, Kraft’s flrst taste
of underwater work ¢ ()
attending Moorhead State Umver'.ﬂty and
he entered a scuba diving class.

During spring breaks Kraft would head
to the blue waters of the Bahamas where
his love for the sport grew.

‘;lIt’s like entering another world 4 Kraft
sai

With a degree in finance and
accounting, Kraft headed to a
management posmon in aneapolis

,After faur years of dtvmg in Jamazca, Randy Kraft has tr
tbe prames of North Dakota, where he teaches scu g,

Abandomng the wo
busmess Krai .mntuaily retumed to
Blsmarck and began t,eachmg scuba
' diving at the YMCA. 4

Kraft’s chance to make it a regular job
came in the fall of 1984, whex; &plaeement
service in Jamaica called
diving school to find ext i
““It was getting cold here and busmess

 was slowing down,” said Kraft, , who

jumped at the opportlmit
He went towork i edi

eventua.ll e
~ Sheraton hotel chains Wh.ilehelping
guests with their scuba needs was a big
partﬁlthose first months, Kraft
eventually was put meharge of all water
'sports (water skiing, spert ﬁshmg, day
cruises).

Kraft could have held a full-time job but
- he said after about four or five months he
always got the urge to head north, to come
home. So his springs and summers have
i)een spent in North Dakota offermg scuba
essons.

Part of the desire toleave Jamalca was
that he wasn’t comfortable living in a
Third World country, Kraft said. His tall,
blond figure definitely placed Kraft in the
‘minority. Living expenses are very high,
he said, and then there’s the food. There is
no Wendy 's and you can’t buy a pizza.

“If ’'d had the same job in the United
States I’d have been in sevenﬂaheaven,
Kraft said. i

Back in Bismarck, Krait is d’éuemﬂned
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